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With the publication of the second issue of the European Hebrew Journal, | would first like to
express my sincere gratitude to the authors, reviewers, academic editors, members of the
Editorial Board, and all colleagues whose work, time, and trust have made this issue possible.
Only a little more than two months have passed since the publication of our inaugural issue
on 5 June 2026. The European Hebrew Journal is, and will remain, a biannual journal. The
unusually short interval between the first two issues is a particular feature of our inaugural
year—a period in which we are simultaneously establishing editorial procedures, developing
an international academic network, building technical infrastructure, and defining the
journal’s place within the broader scholarly community.

The contributions in this second issue address a wide range of subjects, and precisely this
diversity reflects one of the fundamental principles on which the journal was founded.
Hebrew studies cannot be considered in isolation from the historical, linguistic,
archaeological, literary, theological, and cultural worlds in which Hebrew texts and Jewish
traditions emerged, developed, were transmitted, and continue to be interpreted.

The contributions therefore range across Biblical Hebrew and the Hebrew Bible, the ancient
Near East, Jewish literature and exegesis, translation and linguistic studies, cultural memory,
the history of religions, intellectual history, and the contemporary reception of biblical and
Jewish traditions. Their authors come from different countries, institutions, disciplines, and
academic traditions.

We do not regard this diversity as a departure from the journal’s identity, but as one of its

most important strengths.

Careful and Gradual Development

Since the publication of our first issue, the European Hebrew Journal has taken several
encouraging steps forward.

The journal has been accepted into CEEOL, and we have also received confirmation that
articles falling within the relevant linguistic fields will be covered by the Linguistic
Bibliography. This includes, among other areas, scholarship in Hebrew studies, Biblical
Hebrew, Semitic linguistics, philology, historical and comparative linguistics, textual
criticism, and manuscript studies.

For a journal whose first issue appeared only in June, these are important and encouraging
developments.

Nevertheless, indexing, bibliographic visibility, and inclusion in international databases are
not ends in themselves. Their purpose is to help serious scholarship become easier to find,
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read, evaluate, cite, question, and develop further. For a journal operating according to the
Diamond Open Access model, this is especially important: if scholarly content is freely
available to readers and authors are not charged publication fees, then that content should
also be genuinely discoverable beyond the immediate circles in which it was produced.
During the same period, we have also sought to develop forms of scholarly communication
that go beyond the publication of articles alone. Conversations with members of our Editorial
Board and other distinguished researchers form part of our effort to make EHJ not only a
place where research results are published, but also a space for discussion about methods,
current scholarly problems, and future directions of research.

Yet perhaps the most significant step we have taken since the publication of our inaugural

issue will not occur on the pages of the journal, but through direct scholarly encounter.

From a Journal to a Meeting Place

From 6 to 9 November 2026, the European Hebrew Journal, in cooperation with the Institute
for Hebrew Language and Literature in Belgrade, will organize the international online
academic conference New Discoveries and New Directions in Biblical, Hebrew, and
Theological Studies.

The conference, originally planned as a three-day event, has been expanded to four days
because of the scope of the programme and the level of interest among participants. At
present, the programme includes more than 35 speakers from universities, research institutes,
archaeological projects, and other academic institutions from different parts of the world.

The thematic range of the conference is deliberately broad. Presentations will address new
archaeological discoveries connected with biblical sites, Biblical and Modern Hebrew,
ancient inscriptions and textual transmission, the Dead Sea Scrolls and Second Temple
Judaism, Jewish and Christian interpretive traditions, the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament, the history of the ancient Near East, Jewish history, theology, manuscript studies,
as well as new computational, statistical, and Al-assisted methods in the study of Hebrew and
biblical texts.

For us, however, the significance of the conference lies not primarily in numbers.

The fact that more than 35 scholars from different countries, institutions, disciplines,
confessional backgrounds, and methodological traditions have agreed to present their
research within a single programme also says something about what we hope the European

Hebrew Journal may gradually become.
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A scholarly journal should, of course, publish high-quality research. It must maintain
rigorous peer review, serious academic standards, editorial independence, and transparency in
the publication process. But a journal can also serve another purpose: it can connect
researchers who might otherwise remain unknown to one another because of geographical,
institutional, or disciplinary boundaries.

A Hebraist can learn much from an archaeologist. A scholar of the Dead Sea Scrolls may see
the same question differently in conversation with a historian of early Christianity. A
specialist in ancient inscriptions may discover unexpected common ground with a researcher
working with statistical or computational methods. Biblical scholars, historians, linguists,
theologians, philologists, and scholars of Jewish studies do not need to agree with one
another in order for their conversation to be valuable.

On the contrary, serious disagreement is an integral part of scholarship.

What matters is that such disagreement be grounded in evidence, conducted with academic
integrity, and accompanied by a willingness to listen to the arguments of others.

It is precisely this kind of space that we hope the November conference will help us build.
The conference is also directly connected with the Diamond Open Access mission of our
journal. Its purpose is not merely to present already completed conclusions, but also to
broaden access to current research and to encourage the circulation of scholarly knowledge

across institutional, disciplinary, and national boundaries.

The Work Ahead

It would be premature for a journal that has existed for only a few months to speak of its
achievements in grand terms.

The European Hebrew Journal published its first issue only in June 2026. We are still
learning, building, correcting, and developing many aspects of the journal. Much work lies
ahead.

Yet the response of authors, reviewers, members of the Editorial Board, readers, university
professors, researchers, and future conference participants during these first months gives us
reason to continue that work with responsibility and optimism.

Our basic purpose remains simple: to provide a serious, independent, international, peer-
reviewed, Diamond Open Access forum for scholarship in Hebrew language and literature
and in all disciplines that naturally intersect with them.

If, over time, the European Hebrew Journal helps a valuable article reach a reader who might

otherwise never encounter it; if it connects researchers working on related questions in
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different parts of the world; if it gives a younger scholar a rigorous but fair opportunity to
participate in international academic discussion; or if it contributes, however modestly, to a
better understanding of the texts, languages, histories, and traditions we study—then the
journal will be fulfilling the purpose for which it was founded.

With these thoughts, |1 welcome our readers to Volume 1, Issue 2 of the European Hebrew
Journal, and once again thank everyone who has contributed to its publication.

| also hope that we will meet many of our readers, authors, reviewers, and colleagues again—
this time not only through the written word, but through direct scholarly conversation—from
6 to 9 November 2026.

Zeljko Stanojevié
Editor-in-Chief
European Hebrew Journal

Institute for Hebrew Language and Literature, Belgrade, Serbia



